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1. TODAY’S (JANUARY 18) POLITIKEN (INDEPENDENT-LEFT OF 
CENTER) QUOTES RADICAL PARTY DEFENSE SPOKESMAN JENS 
BILGRAV-NIELSEN AS SAYING THAT NEGOTIATIONS ON A NEW 
DANISH DEFENSE AGREEMENT SHOULD BE SUSPENDED UNTIL CLAR- 
IFICATION OF THE FINAL COST OF THE F-16 HAS BEEN 
OBTAINED. DANISH DEFENSE MINISTER ORLA MOLLER, IN 
BRUSSELS FOR F-16 MEETING (REFTEL), REPORTEDLY STATED 
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THAT HIS TALKS THERE HAD ABSOLUTELY NO RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE DEFENSE AGREEMENT. 

2. COMMENT: GIVEN THE KNOWN RADICAL PARTY POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS THE DEFENSE AGREEMENT AND THE CURRENT 
PUBLICITY SURROUNDING DANISH CONCERN OVER F-16 COST 
INCREASES, BILGRAV-NIELSEN MADE A SHREWD POLITICAL 
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MOVE BY EXPLICITLY TIEING THESE TWO ELEMENTS TOGETHER. 
IF BILGRAVE-NIELSEN STICKS TO HIS GUNS, THIS 
COULD SUSPEND ANY FURTHER MOVEMENT ON THE DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE ARGUMENT THAT SEEMS TO 
BE ENJOYING WIDE CURRENCY AMONG DANISH POLITICIANS 
IS THAT SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PRIME MINISTER ANKER 
JORGENSEN NOW HOPES TO REACH AGREEMENT ON EMPLOY- 
MENT MEASURES, HOUSING POLICY AND AN ENERGY TAX 
WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK. HE THEN FEELS CONFIDENT THAT 
HE CAN PUT ENOUGH PRESSURE ON THE RADICALS FOR THEM 
TO ABANDON THEIR OBJECTION TO A NEW MULTI-YEAR 
DEFENSE AGREEMENT. 

4. ACCORDING TO OUR UNDERSTANDING, THE RADICALS 
ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT TO NO-CUT, FOUR- YEAR 
AGREEMENT INDEXED AGAINST INFLATION. THEY CONTINUE, 
HOWEVER, TO INSIST UPON THE RIGHT OF FORCING A CUT 

IN THE NEW AGREEMENT IF DANISH ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
DETERIORATE. THE FOUR CENTER-RIGHT PARTIES TO THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. WHILE RECOGNIZING THE PRIVILEGE OF ANY 
ONE PARTY TO INITIATE A REEXAMINATION OF THE DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT, INSIST THAT ANY OF THE PARTIES PARTICIPAT 
TING IN THE AGREEMENT MUST HOLD THE RIGHT OF VETO 
OVER ANY PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE AGREEMENT. END 
COMMENT. 

DEAN 
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